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TRIBUTE TO EDWARD A. KOZIARZ 

HON. ANTHONY D. WEINER 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 24, 1999 

Mr. WEINER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
invite my colleagues to pay tribute to Edward 
A. Koziarz on the occasion of his being hon-
ored for his twenty-five years of service to the 
members of Plumbers Local Union No. 1, U.A. 

The members of the Plumbers Local Union 
No. 1 have long been known for their commit-
ment to community service and to enhancing 
the quality of life for all New York City resi-
dents. 

This gathering is not only a festive hap-
pening, it is a chance for all of us to celebrate 
and pay tribute to a man who has dedicated 
his life to helping others. Edward A. Koziarz, 
truly represents the best of what our commu-
nity has to offer. 

Edward A. Koziarz was born on November 
13, 1936 in Ozone Park, New York. He and 
his loving wife, Annette, have three wonderful 
children and have taken great pride and joy in 
the successes of their four grandchildren. 

Edward A. Koziarz was initiated into Plumb-
ers Local #1 and appointed as a United Asso-
ciation Organizer in June of 1974. Since his 
election on July 1, 1978, Edward A. Koziarz 
has served as Local #1’s Business Agent, a 
post he holds to this very day. Edward A. 
Koziarz has also served his brothers in Local 
#1 by serving as a delegate to United Asso-
ciation Conventions in 1976, 1981, 1986, 1991 
and 1996. 

Edward A. Koziarz has been among the 
pre-eminent labor leaders of New York City 
Civil Service Skilled Tradesman since 1974 
and is one of the Founding Fathers of the 
New York City Comptroller’s Prevailing Wage 
Council. 

Edward A. Koziarz has long been known as 
an innovator and beacon of good will to all 
those with whom he has come into contact. 
Through his dedicated efforts, he has helped 
to improve my constituents’ quality of life. In 
recognition of his many accomplishments on 
behalf of my constituents, I offer my congratu-
lations on his being honored by Plumbers 
Local Union No. 1, U.A. in recognition of his 
twenty-five years of service to the Union as an 
Organizer and Business Agent. 
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MONTELLO STUDENTS SPACE 
SEED PROJECT ON SPACE SHUT-
TLE DISCOVERY 

HON. THOMAS E. PETRI 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 24, 1999 

Mr. PETRI. Mr. Speaker, this past year, stu-
dents from Montello, Wisconsin worked on a 
project that entailed an international experi-
ment which was included on last fall’s historic 
Discovery space shuttle flight. 

The experiment involved vials of lettuce 
seeds from Wisconsin and chicory seeds from 
Italy being subjected to micro gravity, extreme 
heat and cold during the NASA flight. While in 

space, the project was tended by astronaut 
John Glenn. The seeds are being studied to 
determine the effects of space travel. Early re-
sults indicated that the space seeds did as 
well as the control seeds despite not being 
fertilized. This unexpected finding could have 
far-reaching implications for the environment. 

The school-wide project included students of 
different ages and the central theme allowed 
all types of classes to be involved, such as 
English, history, and agriculture. The seed 
project, ‘‘Growing Montello Transglobally’’ is a 
joint effort with students from the II Montello 
region of Italy. The students communicated 
over the Internet using an Italian translator 
program. 

During a visit to Montello High in January, I 
had the opportunity to discuss the project with 
the students and was impressed by their inter-
ests and abilities. I toured classes where stu-
dents had participated in computer portions of 
the project, from sharing and tracking informa-
tion with their sister school in Montello, Italy, 
to downloading and sending digital photo-
graphs. I was also impressed by a video docu-
mentary of the project and related activities 
that was made in conjunction with the Experi-
mental Aircraft Association (EAA). 

The Wisconsin students were able to go to 
Florida to view the Discovery launch in Octo-
ber. They raised their own money for the trip 
through a variety of fund-raisers which in-
cluded selling cookies and T-shirts and 
hosting a spaghetti dinner. 

Seventh and eighth grade students in the 
Montello School system are co-authoring a 
children’s picture book. The students devel-
oped their own ideas for the characters, plot, 
settings, and illustrations featuring children 
from Montello, Italy and Montello, Wisconsin. 
The book will feature NASA projects as seen 
from the children’s perspective. They will be 
submitting the book to a professional pub-
lisher. A literacy quilt was created to highlight 
the success of the NASA Project. 

Catherine Ellenbecker, teacher, has been 
asked to have the students do a multimedia 
presentation on the seed project at the Naval 
Academy in Annapolis in September. 

The time and effort the students of Montello, 
Wisconsin and II Montello of Italy put into this 
project was phenomenal and their achieve-
ments and successes should be recognized. I 
believe these students deserve a full measure 
of praise for all they have accomplished. 
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A TRIBUTE TO DR. MICHAEL G. 
WEISS 

HON. JERRY LEWIS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, May 24, 1999 

Mr. LEWIS of California. Mr. Speaker, I 
would like to bring to your attention today the 
fine work and outstanding contributions of Dr. 
Michael G. Weiss. Congregation Emanu El of 
San Bernardino, CA, will honor Dr. Weiss on 
June 5 as this year’s recipient of the Rabbi 
Norman F. Feldheym Award for distinguished 
service to the congregation and community. 
He will be recognized at a dinner dance which 
will also commemorate the 108th anniversary 
of the chartering of the congregation. 

The Norman F. Feldheym Award was estab-
lished to pay tribute to those members of Con-
gregation Emanu El who have, in their own 
lives, reflected Rabbi Feldheym’s qualities of 
love for and loyalty to the synagogue, service 
to the community, as well as evidencing per-
sonal traits of humility, loving kindness, care, 
and love. Dr. Weiss has been a particularly 
devoted leader of Congregation Emanu El 
through his 10-year service as a member of 
the board of directors as well as treasurer, 
vice president, and, from 1996-98, president of 
the congregation. Over the years, Dr. Weiss 
has been a tremendous inspiration to others 
through his love for Judaism and his commit-
ment and devotion to the synagogue. 

Dr. Weiss is also a widely recognized and 
highly respected member of the faculty of the 
Department of Psychology at California State 
University at San Bernardino. He is a 
psychotherapist in private practice as well as 
a consultant to numerous mental health facili-
ties throughout the Inland Empire. A prolific 
author, Dr. Weiss has conducted research and 
written extensively on parenting, sexual 
awareness, and foster parenting. 

Dr. Weiss has also given generously of his 
time to numerous civic and community-based 
organizations including Mothers Against Sex-
ual Abuse, San Bernardino Child Advocacy 
Program, the Children’s Network of San 
Bernardino County, and the Center for Coun-
seling and Parenting. In addition, he has been 
particularly active as an educator before nu-
merous civic, religious, and professional 
groups at the local and national level. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you join me and our 
colleagues in recognizing the tremendous con-
tributions of Dr. Michael Weiss as he is pre-
sented with the Rabbi Norman F. Feldheyman 
Award. Dr. Weiss, along with his wife, Ellen, 
and children, Emily and Zachary, provide an 
outstanding example of faith and family. It is 
especially appropriate that this honor is being 
bestowed at a ceremony also marking the 
108th anniversary of the founding of Con-
gregation Emnau El. 
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CONGRATULATIONS TO W. KEN 
MASSENGILL 

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY 
OF INDIANA 
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Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it gives me 
great pleasure to pay tribute to an outstanding 
citizen of Indiana’s First Congressional District, 
W. Ken Massengill. On Saturday, June 5, 
1999, Mr. Massengill, along with his friends 
and family, will celebrate his retirement from 
United Steelworkers of America (USWA), Dis-
trict 7. The celebration will take place at St. 
Elijah Serbian-American Hall in Merrillville, In-
diana. 

Ken Massengill has dedicated a substantial 
portion of his life to the betterment of union 
members and the community of Northwest In-
diana, as well as the entire state. 

Mr. Massengill’s distinguished career in the 
labor movement has made his community, 
state, and nation a better place in which to live 
and work. For more than twenty-five years, 
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